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 This afternoon after worship I will begin my Renewal Leave which 

will last until the end of July.  I am really grateful for the opportunity to 

do this and want to especially thank the SPRC for their support.  This 

Leave is not my way of exiting the ministry, looking to serve another 

church, or exploring other career options.  Simply put, this Leave is a 

change of gear.  I will be spending much of May and June doing General 

Conference and family events.  June will be more relaxed and give me 

some time to do some other things that I need to do personally.  July will focus on 

Jurisdictional Conference and time with the family. I am so grateful for both the opportunity 

to serve here at Central and for your support as I take some time and take some intentional 

renewal breaths.   

 Graduation:  the act of receiving a diploma or degree from a school;  

       a ceremony at which a diploma is given out. 

 Funny isn’t it, graduation is so much more to all of us.  As a matter of fact, it is probably 

something different for each of us.  Some of us can’t wait to move out and away from mom and 

dad.  We want to be all grown up and responsible for our “own selves”.  Some of us are scared to 

death because we liked having the structure and safety net.  For some of us, high school was the 

best time of our lives and for others it was the worst.  Some of us know exactly what we want to do 

with our lives and some of us are still struggling with that question.  Regardless of what high school 

means to the individual person, it is a rite of passage, the end of an era. 

 It’s hard to say….are we the lucky ones or are our youth the lucky ones.  The kids in our 

congregation graduating in the next month are some of the best in this city.  They are top athletes, 

have phenomenal grades, are theologians, scientists and have a strong Christian foundation.  The 

gifts these young people bring to the table are too many to list but can be summed up as nothing 

less than amazing. 

 We have four particularly involved youth that have been the backbone of rebuilding our 

youth program and have built a firm foundation for their younger peers to stand on forging 

forward.  These graduating seniors are dependable, strong, supportive and their love for Jesus 

Christ shines through everything they do.  

 It would be an understatement to say our young people won’t be missed.  I am so proud of 

all of the graduates from Central United Methodist Church and can’t wait to see how they are going 

to change the world.  We have all played a role in raising these young people and may rest easy 

knowing as we send them out into the unknown that Jesus is certainly by their side.   

Congratulations To Our Seniors 
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CHURCH STAFF              Rev. Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Kelly Brooks, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Janet Norden, Associate Pastor 

Scott Zila, Director of Operations 

 

Jerri Foster, Director of Sanctuary Music Ministries 

Jim Ahrend, Director of New Day Worship 

Michele Humes, Office Administrator  

Kathy Gough, Office Assistant  

Jesus Valdez, Media Coordinator 

Get connected! Sign up for Central Connections, our weekly electronic newsletter, at 

www.centraltolife.org or send an email to Jesus Valdez at jesusvaldez@centraltolife.org. 

201 University Blvd NE    Albuquerque, NM 87106 (505) 243-7834   www.centraltolife.org 

Services broadcast on KAZQ-Sunday, 11 am & 7 pm 

Classic Service     8:30am & 11:00am 

New Day Contemporary  9:45am 

Community of Hope        1:00pm 

Youth Ministries (Students 6th grade to 12th grade). 

Questions? Contact Pastor Kelly at the church office or 

kellyb@centraltolife.org; or  Kathy Gough at 

knsgough@gmail.com or (505) 401-4541.  

Sunday School: 9:45-10:55am 

Youth Group:   

May 8th:     Annual Plant Sale 

May 13th:  Youth Graduate Honor Dinner 

May 20th:  Senior Night 

May 27th:  No Youth 

May 29th:  District Youth Picnic 

Central United Methodist Women Meetings 

May 5 9:30am, Executive Committee Meeting  

Conference Room  

May 6 10:00am, Church Women United 

First Presbyterian Church, 215 Locust St NE 

May 11 2:00pm, Book Club 

How Lincoln Learned to Read by Daniel Wolff 

Conference Room, Women of all ages are welcome 

May 12 9:30am, General Meeting Rooms 311-312 

May 18 11:45am, Friendly Lunch Bunch, Room 311 

May 21 9:30am, Lydian, Room 305 

Plant Sale 

       The youth will be having their annual flower/plant sale in the 

gathering area on May 8th which is Mother’s Day. Plan on getting  

your mom a pot of flowers or some garden items for this special day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a schematic summarizing our finances in the first 

quarter of 2016.  You will see this schematic three more 

times this year. We want, not just to close the small gap 

between income and expenses, but to grow our income 

so that we can expand our ministries.  Thanks in advance 

for your help doing so.  

          Ellen Skrak, CUMC Treasurer 

Sacramento Summer Church Camp! 

Registration for summer church camp for all ages is now 

open!  CUMC will be driving a group to Kings Camp, camp 

for 2nd-5th graders.  Scholarships for all camps are 

available.  Please visit www.sacramentoassembly.org or 

visit with Pastor Kelly Brooks for more information.   

Sermon Series 

“Through The Lens of Easter” 

Graduation Honor Dinner—You’re Invited 

Invitations and forms for Reservations are available at the front desk. 
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